
The USGBCõs newest rating system, LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED ND) is 

set to launch in the coming months following a successful pilot program which included 

238 sustainable developments from around the world.   By focusing on developments that 

are compact, pedestrian friendly and inclusive of shops and services, LEED ND projects 

have many health and environmental benefits, including; 

 
Healthy living and lifestyle ð in a 2007 study of the LEED ND rating system, the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention found that features of LEED ND neighborhoods can 

contribute to improved cardiovascular and respiratory health and reduced hypertension 

and obesity for its residents. 
 
Reduced urban sprawl ð LEED ND encourages compact, dense development on sites with 

prime access to transportation alternatives to reduce uncontrolled growth and limit habi-

tat disturbance. 
 
Decreased automobile dependence ð by including office, retail, and services space in LEED 

ND developments, workers and residents can walk or bike where they need to go, driving 

less frequently and/or less distance. 

 

The City of Charlotte recently grew into the 18th largest 

U.S. City by population.  Everywhere you go in our city and 

region, signs of growth are apparent; congested roads and 

highways, construction cranes and huge swaths of tree-bare 

land awaiting development.  Living in a vibrant, growing 

region is exciting as is the construction of new buildings to house additional jobs, ex-

panded services and new neighbors.  However, poorly planned growth can degrade our 

regionõs appeal.  The Charlotte area will benefit tremendously by following the principles 

of smart growth, urbanism and green building (the principles of LEED ND) as we continue 

to grow.  Adoption of these principles begins with awareness, education and advocacy. 

 

That is why, on August 19th, 2009, the USGBC ð Charlotte Region Chapter, along with the 

local chapters of Commercial Real Estate Women (CREW) and CoreNet Global will host 

a program to spotlight LEED ND.  The event, entitled Where the Sidewalk Begins: A Sustain-

able Approach to Neighborhood Development, will take place in the Town of Ayrsley, a walk-

able, mixed-use community in South Charlotte that incorporates many of the elements of 

the LEED ND system.    Three distinguished speakers will entertain and enlighten the 

audience from the stage of Ayrsley Grand Cinema.  Gene Bodycott, Executive Vice Presi-

dent for the communityõs developer, New Forum, will discuss Ayrsleyõs smart growth 

strategy and sustainable features.  Sophie Lambert, USGBCõs Director of LEED for 

Neighborhood Development will give a primer on the LEED ND rating system and its 

numerous benefits.  The learning portion of the program will conclude with a presentation 

from Auden Schendler, Executive Director of Sustainability for the Aspen Skiing Company, 

in which he will share insights from his recent book Getting Green Done: Hard Truths 

and Real Solutions from the Front Lines of the Sustainability Revolution. Event-goers will 

then get a chance to tour the Town of Ayrsley to observe how five million square feet of 

residential, retail and office development are combined in a pedestrian-friendly downtown 

setting linked by tree-lined sidewalks.  As the tour concludes, a party will kick off at 

Ayrsleyõs Hilton Garden Inn with a live band, food from a dozen of Ayrsleyõs local restau-

rants and prize giveaways including a TREK commuter bike.   If you would like to learn 

more about this event and register online to attend, click here. 
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FYI 

òA 2008 study by CoStar 

Group reports that green 

buildings outperform con-

ventional buildings in terms 

of occupancy, sale price and 

rental rates ñsometimes by 

significant margins. Specifi-

cally, the CoStar study found 

that LEED buildings com-

mand rent premiums of 

$11.33 per sq. ft. more than 

non-LEED buildings and have 

4.1% higher occupancy.  

Similarly, the study found 

that rental rates in Energy 

Star buildings have a $2.40 

per sq. ft. premium over 

comparable non-Energy Star 

rated buildings, and as well 

have a 3.6% higher occu-

pancy. In terms of increase 

in asset value, LEED-rated 

buildings commanded $171 

more per sq. ft.ó 

USGBC Charlotte Chapter Region  

Hunter is the Chair of this 

event as well as the 2009 

Board Liaison for the Work-

shop Committee  

http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/events/8-2009/Arylysis.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/
http://www.lindaconstruction.com/
http://www.rtdooley.com/
http://www.choateco.com/
http://www.protecfinishes.com/
http://www.myairtight.com/


Green building efforts continue to 

gain momentum with the House 

passage of energy and climate legis-

lation that provides incentives while 

accelerating the benefits of sustain-

ability and environmental perform-

ance. But the bill isn't ready for the 

Senate yet. 

 

òThe American Clean Energy and 

Security Act of 2009 (ACES), infor-

mally known as the Waxman-

Markey bill, narrowly passed the 

U.S. House of Representatives on 

June 26 and is headed for the Senate 

at the end of July,ó says Dan Probst, 

chairman of Energy and Sustainabil-

ity Services for Jones Lang LaSalle. 

 

But most experts believe there will 

be several amendments before the 

bill goes to a Senate vote. òMost 

public comment on the bill has fo-

cused on the ôcap-and-trade' provi-

sion that would increase the cost of 

energy,ó Probst says. òFor most 

companies outside the manufactur-

ing and transportation sectors, the 

majority of energy use is tied to 

their owned and leased facilities; 

therefore, the passage of the energy 

bill would greatly accelerate the 

focus on maximizing energy effi-

ciency in U.S. facilities, included 

owner-occupied and multi-tenant 

buildings.ó 

 

The American Clean Energy and 

Security Act of 2009 includes sev-

eral initiatives including: 

Click here to read more of this 

story by Tonie Auer. 
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Buildings are responsible for ap-

proximately half of all U.S. energy 

consumption and carbon emissions 

annually, and are growing faster than 

any other sector, according to the 

U.S. Green Building Council. Forty-

three percent of total U.S. carbon 

emissions and 76 percent of total 

U.S. electricity consumption occurs 

in buildings through heating, cooling, 

lighting, hot water and appliances. 

If we as a country are going to ad-

dress climate change in a meaningful 

way, we must start with our build-

ings. We could bring an immediate 

halt to the increase of carbon emis-

sions in buildings and begin to sys-

tematically reduce emissions over 

the next few decades by adopting a 

plan called the "2030 Challenge." 

The 2030 Challenge calls for a 50 

percent reduction in energy con-

sumption, including fossil fuel and 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting 

energy, of all new buildings and 

major renovations by 2010, and for 

incrementally increasing the reduc-

tion every five years so that all new 

buildings are carbon neutral by 

2030. 

This plan was developed by a group 

of architects and scientists called 

Architecture 2030, a nonprofit re-

search organization. It recently pub-

lished a chart for building code im-

provements to help municipalities 

meet the goal of reducing building 

emissions by half in 2030. Click here 

to read more of this story. 

Cutting Our Emission in Half by 2030    by Shawn Dell Joyce 

On bright days, the rooftop of the 

Anaheim Hilton is so blindingly 

white that it looks like a mirror 

positioned directly at the sun. That 

dazzling glare might just be the 

greenest thing to happen to the top 

of a building since solar panels. 

 

The white coating deflects nearly 

85% of the heat that hits it, reducing 

the surface temperature by as much 

as 50 degrees. That means less en-

ergy is needed to cool the hotel's 

interior, cutting air-conditioning 

costs and carbon emissions. 

 

This is no ordinary coat of paint. 

Designed by an 82-year-old former 

military scientist from the Inland 

Empire, the tinted topcoat is filled 

with tiny hollow glass balls that 

deflect heat, layered over a water-

proof undercoat made of recycled 

rubber. 

 

The Hilton spent more than 

$150,000 on the project, which was 

completed in March.  That's 

$300,000 less than the cost of a 

conventional repair to the old, leaky 

roof, said Jerome Annaloro, direc-

tor of property operations at the 

hotel. If the reflective material cuts 

utility costs this summer the way 

management anticipates it will, An-

naloro said, he will recommend 

white roofs for the entire Hilton 

chain. 

 

Click here for the full story. 

Reflective Roof Paint Repels the Heat                      by Tiffany Hsu  

In the News  

http://www.contractmagazine.com/contract/content_display/news/e3i3c6dccc0e0549069e11baa1c1df4b7ca
http://www.creators.com/lifestylefeatures/green-living/sustainable-living/cutting-our-emissions-in-half-by-2030.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-cool-roof15-2009jul15,0,2823772.story









