
Since the Charlotte Region Chapter formed in 2005, one of our prime directives was to 

provide quality education to Charlotte business professionals and marketplace.  As our 

chapter has grown from the 55 attendees at the initial start up meeting to over 500 mem-

bers currently, the need and requirements for education has gone through a similar 

change.  As you may know by now, the USGBC has added education maintenance and a 

credentialing process to the LEED accredited professional requirements. We are in the 

process of adding a FAQ section to our website and links to the GBCI site to answer your 

questions regarding continuing education units (CEUs) for this requirement. 

 

Our Education committee is constantly striving to bring quality lunch programs and work-

shops to Charlotte.  This has been somewhat of a challenge this year with the tough econ-

omy and the changes of the USGBC system.  We do, however, have an upcoming program 

and workshop that addresses the specific cost of sustainable projects and the return of 

those financial investments.  We have brought Paul Shahriari of GreenMind back to present 

this topic as a lunch program and workshop because of the rave reviews we received re-

garding the workshop last year.   The attendee feedback indicated this workshop delivered 

substantially and garnered praise for Paul as òthe best instructoró they have learned from. 

 

The focus throughout the business world has turned to a longer-term view of decision 

making.  Sustainability has its foundation built upon the triple bottom line.  GreenMind has 

developed the leading LEED cost/benefit analysis training programs in the country.  They 

also developed the worldõs first LEED Cost/Benefit analysis software pla-

torm ecologic3.  This training will provide an understanding of High Performance Green 

Building Cost Benefit Analysis with a focus on the LEED Rating System.           

 

The presentation will touch on the following topics:  Triple Bottom Line Visioning with Eco-

nomic, Environmental, and Social Goal Establishment on Projects.  Cost/Benefit Project Setup 

addressing Fiscal Metrics to be established, Constraints, Length of Analysis and Real pro-

ject example reviews of the six categories of the LEED Rating System.   Methodology & 

Tools Development discusses new methodology which project teams can utilize to man-

age these decisions.  Whole Project Data Analysis answers the question; how do you com-

bine different Green elements into a cohesive project strategy? Impacts of 

cost escalation reviews how much will the costs of resources 

and utilities affect your project level decision-making and 

how are you accounting for these elements.  Overall, how 

these decisions made greener, over an entire portfolio 

of buildings and facilities can provide tremendous impact on 

an economic, environmental and social scale. 

 

This session will be held October 14th at the Duke Energy Center complex located at 526 

S. Church Street in Downtown Charlotte (Lunch program 11:30-1:00, workshop immedi-

ately afterwards).  You can register via our website http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/

Payments.html or by RSVP to usgbccharlottersvp@gmail.com.  We are always open to 

suggestions regarding education sessions and what our membership wants and needs.   

 

We hope to see you at one of our upcoming events. 
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Tidbits  

Plastic bottles banned from 

landfills.  See page 6. 

Mecklenburg Countyõs Revo-

lution Regional Sports and 

Learning Academy is pursu-

ing LEED Gold. 

Click here to see what 

Charlotte companies made 

Newsweeksõ top 500 ògreenó 

company ranking. 

Looking for ògreeneró pas-

tures?  Check out USGBCõs  

career center. 

CRC is accepting newsletter 

article submissions from its 

members and sponsors.  If 

you have an article that is 

educational and informative, 

please send it to Gina at 

gelliott@smart-

buildings.com 
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If the workplace is any indication, 

you could almost believe corporate 

America really cares about the envi-

ronment. Goldman Sachs, Hearst, 

IBM Corp, 

JPMorgan 

Chase and 

Toyota  all 

have made the 

move into 

"green" buildings.  Bank of America 

plans to build a 52-story eco-

skyscraper near New York's Times 

Square, and Accenture has leased 

green office space throughout the 

country.  

 

Sustainable construction is one of 

the fastest-growing segments of the 

already-red-hot commercial-building 

industry. An estimated 5% of all new 

U.S. commercial construction re-

ceived the U.S. Green Building 

Council's Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) certi-

fication last year. And by 2010, 10% 

of all new commercial construction 

will be sustainable, according to 

McGraw-Hill's 2006 Smart Market 

report. (The green trend in home 

construction is still in its infancy, 

although that's bound to change.) 

 

To read more on the green real 

estate boom, click here. 

Grab the òGreenó Real Estate Boom     by FastCompany  
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Mecklenburg County Code Enforce-

ment has expanded its green permit 

rebate program to include residen-

tial development. 

 

The rebates for sustainable con-

struction have been available since 

2008 for commercial real estate 

projects. 

 

Now the program will include new 

homes that pass certification under 

these rating systems: 

 

The U.S. Green Building Councilõs 

Leadership in Energy and Environ-

mental Design program; 

 

Å The American National Standards 

Instituteõs Green Globes program; 

Å The EarthCraft House program, 

developed by the Greater Atlanta 

Home Builders Association and the 

non-profit Southface Energy Insti-

tute; 

Å The North Carolina Solar Cen-

terõs Healthy Built Homes program; 

and 

Å The National Association of Home 

Buildersõ green building program. 

 

Project owners can qualify for a 

rebate of up to 25 percent of the 

net permit fee. (The rebate maxes 

out at $100,000.) 

 

Buildings that achieve a higher level 

of certification will receive a higher 

rebate.  

 

Click here for this article. 

County Offers Rebates for Green Homes  by Susan Stabley, Charlotte Business Journal  

The U.S. Green Building Council 

(USGBC) has stepped up its efforts 

for continuous improvement in 

building performance with the 

launch of the Building Performance 

Initiative. This program will develop 

a comprehensive data collection and 

analysis methodology - based on all 

buildings that have achieved Leader-

ship in Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED) certification - that 

will be shared with LEED building 

owners and project teams to close 

performance prediction gaps. 

The goal of the initiative is to pro-

vide feedback to building owners so 

they have better information to 

address any performance gaps that 

stem from predicted building per-

formance versus actual perform-

ance, said USGBC. 

 

This initiative complements 

USGBC's announcement earlier this 

year that will require ongoing per-

formance data from buildings as part 

of their certification under the latest 

version of LEED. The building coun-

cil recently updated its certification 

with the launch of LEED Version 3. 

A building's day-to-day operation 

has a dramatic impact on its per-

formance but without better infor-

mation, an owner or facility man-

ager won't know where the gaps 

are and be able to act on them, said 

Scott Horst, USGBC's LEED senior 

vice president. 

 

Click to continue reading 

 

USGBC Launches Initiative to Track Buildings Performance  

In the News  

òThat can often 

bring 3% higher 

rents and a 7.5% 

increase in a 

building's value.ó 

http://articles.moneycentral.msn.com/Investing/RealEstate/GrabTheGreenRealEstateBoom.aspx
http://charlotte.bizjournals.com/charlotte/blog/going_green/2009/08/county_offers_rebates_for_green_homes.html
http://www.usgbc.org/News/USGBCInTheNewsDetails.aspx?ID=4186
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October 8  - Growing North Carolinaõs Green Energy Economy:  On Thursday evening, October 8th and all day October 9th at the Char-

lotte Convention Center, you will have a chance to experience the cutting edge of North Carolina's green energy economy!  Join us at NCSEA's 

Networking Reception, Green Energy Economy Forum & Annual Membership Meeting - and come feel the energy of North Carolina's rapidly 

growing sustainable energy economy and its valuable businesses, employees and consumers.  We each have an important role to play in growing 

our state's green energy economy - and we want you to be a part of these exciting events. 

 

October 8 - Green Drinks:  Hangout with like-minded sustainably conscious friends.  Green Drinks, the socially aware networking event, is held 

at Cosmos downtown every 2nd Thursday at 5:30PM until 8:00PM.   

 

October 14th  - LEED Cost and Return - Lunch Program and Half-Day Workshop: The focus throughout the business world has turned to 

a longer-term view of decision-making. Sustainability has its foundation built upon the triple bottom line. This training will provide a full under-

standing of High Performance Green Building Cost Benefit Analysis with a focus on the LEED Rating System.   

 

October 26  - Green Associate Program begins:  In response to this growing trend, CPCCõs Center for Sustainability has designed its new 

Green Associate program to provide the necessary background instruction and study groups to support working professionals like carpenters, 

realtors, developers and others, in preparing for the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) Green Associate credential test, an industry designa-

tion that demonstrates an individualõs green building expertise.  This is a five-day course consisting of four classes and peer study group. 

 

October 28  - Green Advantage:  The Green Advantage Training Program offers real world, practical information with broader, big picture 

concepts to prepare students to understand and enforce the core concepts and construction principles behind sustainable buildings, integrate 

green practices and strategies into construction processes, and become knowledgeable about the LEED rating system.  

 

November 11 - Greenbuild International Conference & Expo:  Greenbuild is the world's largest conference and expo dedicated to green 

building. Thousands of building professionals from all over the world come together at Greenbuild for three days of outstanding educational ses-

sions, renowned speakers, green building tours, special seminars, and networking events. 

 

November 12 - Green Drinks:  Hangout with like-minded sustainably conscious friends.  Green Drinks, the socially aware networking event, is 

held at Cosmos downtown every 2nd Thursday at 5:30PM until 8:00PM.   

 

November 18 - Green Building Design and Construction:  The LEED Implementation Process:  Walk through the phases of a typical pro-

ject, including key decisions that project teams must make.  This workshop is intended for professionals who are familiar with the LEED for New 

Construction or LEED for Core & Shell Rating System, but new to implementing it on projects or looking to brush up on implementation best 

practices. It is also appropriate for those pursuing GBCIõs LEED AP Building Design + Construction  

 

November 19 - Signature Event at the Ritz Carlton:  Hold the date!  More information to follow.  

 

December 9  - USGBC Charlotte Region Chapter Annual Holiday Social  

 

Upcoming Workshop, Seminars, & Education Series  

Chapter News  

Date:   Saturday, October 3, 2009  

Time:   9am-12pm (followed by free lunch and music at T -Boneõs on the Lake) 

Location:  Buster Boyd Bridge Access, next to T -Bones on the Lake  

 

Join the Charlotte CSI Emerging Professionals and the Emerging Green Builders to help pick up trash around Lake Wylie.  Volunteer your morn-

ing to care for this beautiful lake and the area around it.  Come help make a difference - for both the Environment and for the Future. 

 

CLICK HERE FOR FLYER >>  

 

Click Here to Learn More About Emerging Green Builders (EGB)   >> 

Emerging Green Builders: Lake Wylie River Cleanup  

http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/events/10-2009/lakewylie.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/egb.html


Have you ever tried changing clothes while running at full speed? The US Green Building Council (USGBC) and the building industry are trying to 

change clothes while sprinting. With the American Recovery and Rehabilitation Act and the Clean Energy Act, there are amazing opportunities 

that could be the next major social revolution. To paraphrase Bill Clinton from the 2007 USGBC GreenBuild expo in Chicago, green building 

presents us with the largest economic opportunity since World War II. A study by the Center for American Progress states that these two 

pieces of legislation can result in 1.7 million new clean energy jobs over the next two years, enough to decrease the unemployment rate by one 

percent. 

 

There are major economic and environmental changes in this country, especially within the construction indus-

try. As a faculty member of the USGBC Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), I talk with lots 

of USGBC Chapters throughout the country. One consistency among them is that they all see a serious need 

and demand for continued green building education.  

 

Charlotte Region Chapter (CRC) of the USGBC, Central Piedmont Community College, and OrganicThink 

have been working together to offer a program that will prepare professionals for the new economy, allow its 

participants to find jobs, and create small businesses in the green building and energy efficiency sectors. This 

new program is targeted at individuals that are in need of credentialing maintenance continuing education 

hours, seeking careers in green building or that are displaced and/or in need of retraining or upgrades to their 

education. 

 

The training includes the Green Associate Preparation and Advanced Sustainable Building Concepts.  The Charlotte region will be one of the first 

in the US to offer these programs.  The training presents anyone with the opportunity to respond to the overwhelming green building market 

shift in the Charlotte area and nationally.  

  

LEED Continuing Education  

The programs are also in response to the market demand created by the large number of existing LEED Accredited Professionals (APs). The 

Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI) is in the process of rolling out a credentialing maintenance program for all accredited professionals. 

Currently, there are 2,191 LEED APs.  To maintain their credentials, GBCI will require 30 hours of continuing education within the next two 

years or successfully passing a specialty exam.  

 

Credentialed professionals can fulfill requirements through a number of activities, however, the only continuing education courses that will qualify 

toward that maintenance are those approved by a Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI) Education Reviewing Body (ERB). Currently the 

only ERB approved by GBCI is the US Green Building Council. The curriculum, along with the curriculum of approved Education Providers will 

fulfill the professional development course requirements. CRC is submitting the courses within these programs to the USGBC Education Provider 

Program and to the AIA Continuing Education System (several of the courses have already been accepted into the AIA CES program). 

 

Programs Offered  

Green Associate program is designed to assist participants in successfully receiving the GBCI Green Associate credential. It consists of two full 

day workshops, a half day workshop and a six week study group. This 200 level curriculum program is designed for people that are interested in 

learning the basics of green building or that are indirectly related to the building process such as product suppliers and manufacturers, trades 

people, realtors, developers, and attorneys. 

 

Advanced Sustainable Building Concepts: Residential dives deep into residential green building concepts 

and strategies. It consists of four full day workshops and a six week study group to help prepare for the 

GBCI LEED AP Homes credential.  Courses include Physics of Green Building, Residential Energy Efficiency 

Methods and Advanced Residential Green Building Strategies. These 300 and 400 level workshops are tai-

lored for builders, architects, and building and home inspectors.  (Advanced Sustainable Building Con-

cepts for Commercial is coming soon.)  

 

 

Program flyers within this newsletter provide additional details on program and course content. 

New Green Education Programs Offered in Charlotte     by Rob Moody  
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Rob Moody is a LEEDÈ AP and licensed LEED FacultyÊ member. He is nationally known speaker, consultant and instructor in sustainability and 
green building. He works with his wife, Lindsay, at North Carolina-based OrganicThink.com, a green consultation and education ýrm.  

 

Who Should Attend?    

Real estate and building pro-

fessionals, inspectors, real-

tors, developers, product 

manufacturers, suppliers/, 

consultants, interior design-

ers, carpenters, trades peo-

ple, and people interested in 

learning more about green 

building.   

Classes start 

October 26.   

Space is  

limited.  

http://www.cpcc.edu/cfs/green-associate
http://www.cpcc.edu/cfs/asbc-r
http://organicthink.com/organicthink/home.html





