
Briefs From the Board 
 

As I embrace the duties of Chair for 2009 I cannot help but reflect on 

the past successes of this Chapter and the future opportunities that 

are just beginning to develop. 

 

In 2008, the Charlotte Region Chapter won awards at Greenbuild in 

Boston for Advocacy, Education and Community and an honorable 

mention in Organizational Excellence.  The strength and success of 

this Chapter is exemplified by the Board of Directors and Committee Leadership.  A heartfelt thank you 

is extended to Cheryl Walker, Jim Williams, Vickie Saville, and Tom Crow, board members whose 

terms have ended but commitment to our mission is still evident in the community. 

 

The newly elected 2009-2010 board members, Larry Ostema, Barbara Briccotto, Chris Butlak, Greg 

Harris, and Michael Entrekin, are passionate and dedicated to continuing on the path of success and 

outreach for this Chapter and I encourage the community to engage with this new leadership. 

 

In the first 2 months alone the Charlotte Region Chapter has formed relationships with CPCC, Habitat 

for Humanity, Sierra Club and local governments and policy makers.  We have also expanded our out-

reach to serve Western North Carolina communities.  These relationships and efforts would not have 

been possible without the dedication of our Committees and their Leadership.  Congratulations to the 

following committee leaders for 2009: 

  

 Kathy Spence - Residential                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Chrissy Burton, Alex Myers - Programs 

 Andrew Laing, David Harker, Russell Little - Sponsorship 

 Richard Lloyd-Roberts, Neil Swiacki - Communications 

 Chris Johnson - Emerging Green Builders 

 Chris Studney - Membership 

 Vickie Breemes, Emily Scofield - Workshops 

 Heidi Pruess, John Komisin - Advocacy 

 

Although 2009 may be recorded in history as a year beginning with uncertainty it may also be recorded 

as the year in which sustainability was at the forefront of all discussions. 

 

Warmest Regards, 

Brian L. Bumann 

USGBC Charlotte Region Chapter 

The Refresher February, 2009 

Brian Bumann, RA, LEED® AP 

Chair  

P.O. Box 31384    Charlotte, NC 28231-1384  



Workshop: LEED for Existing Buildings – Operations & Maintenance 
February 25, 2009 (8:30am-5:00pm) 

Now is the time to ramp up our efforts on the existing building stock!  During these seemingly 

down times, there are plentiful opportunities to improve the buildings we already live and work 

in.  Join us for the latest and best training out there for tapping into this growing market.  This workshop 

is intended for building owners, operators, retrofit/construction professionals and maintenance profes-

sionals involved in implementing LEED for Existing Buildings: Operations & Maintenance.  It walks 

through the phases of a typical project, using case study examples and implementation strategies 

throughout to reinforce learning and illustrate how to apply the LEED for Existing Buildings – O&M rating 

system in real-life situations.  Click here for Workshop Flyer 

 

Special Job Posting: Center for Sustainability, Program Coordinator 
Closing Date: February 27, 2009 
CPCC’s Center for Sustainability is looking for a part-time sustainability coordinator position. Click here 
for Flyer 

 
Workshop: LEED for Homes 
March 25, 2009 (8:30am-5:00pm) 
This course is designed to provide key concepts needed for successful participation in the LEED® for 
Homes program including a review of the Rating System, green design and construction practices, certi-
fication and verification procedures, and the benefits and costs of LEED Homes.  Click here for Work-
shop Flyer 

 

Boone, NC – Integrating Green Building with LEED & LID (Low Im-
pact Development) 
March 12, 2009 (9:00am-5:00pm) 
Low impact development (LID) is a site planning, design, implementation, and maintenance program 
aimed at promoting environmental integrity with development and growth.  LID, as a technique, began in 
the 1980’s in Prince George’s County, Maryland. Since that time it has become an international standard 
for combining development with environmental integrity.  Presented by the North Carolina LID Center.  
Click here for Event Flyer 

 

Charlotte, NC – Lighting and Its Effects on Human Health 
March 12th, 2009 (9:00am-5:20pm) 
Presented by the Illuminating Engineering Society’s Tar Heel Section, come explore the connections 
between lighting and health.  A slew of experts from the lighting industry will discuss the impact of light 
on health and healing, and how this impacts the design of facilities.  A special emphasis is placed on the 
design of healthcare facilities.  Click here for Event Flyer 

 

Announcements 

Please visit our website for an event calendar at http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte  

http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/PDF/events/3-2009/Green%20Building%20Operations.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/PDF/events/2-2009/Position.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/PDF/events/2-2009/Position.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/LEED%20for%20Homes.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/LEED%20for%20Homes.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/events/3-2009/LIDflyer.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/events/3-2009/springsymposium.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte


Construction Expo Mixer 
Charlotte Convention Center, March 5th, 2009 (12:00pm-2:00pm) 
Come rub elbows with your industry peers and join us for the Construction Expo sponsored association 
mixer. Food and refreshments will be provided.  The Charlotte Region Chapter of the USGBC will have 
a booth at this regional Construction & Building Industry Exposition.  Please stop by our booth and sup-
port your local USGBC Charlotte Region Chapter.  Click here for Event Website 

 
Our Sacred Earth – A Weekend of Insight and Perspective on the Environment 
Friday-Sunday, March 13th-15th, 2009 
This event is presented by Dr. David W. Orr, Professor of Environmental Studies and Politics at Oberlin 
College.  Known within the green building community as the visionary leader behind the development of 
the Environmental Studies Center at Oberlin College, a facility well-known for it’s advancement of sus-
tainable design.  Click here for Event Flyer 

 
Second Annual GREEN Awards 
April 15th, 2009 (10:00am-1:30pm) 
This year the bar will be raised and competition will be more intense. And we will present fewer awards 
than last year. Award categories include General Green Awards for Individuals, General Green Awards 
for Business/Non-Profit/Government, and Green Building Awards.  If you know individuals, businesses 
or organizations in the Charlotte area that are making substantial efforts toward environmental sustain-
ability, then submit your nominations online now.  Click here for Nomination Details and Event Flyer 

 
Charlotte Clean and Green – An Earth Day Celebration 
Friday, April 17th, 2009 (8:00am-5:00pm) and 
Saturday, April 18th, 2009 (10:00am-3:00pm) 
We are living through a time of incredible change! We may have to look hard, but with change 
comes opportunity. Charlotte Clean and Green: An Earth Day Celebration will show you many ways that 
today’s environmental focus provides for healthier living, creates economic opportunity and saves 
money!  This exciting event is a collaboration between the U.S. Green Building Council Charlotte Region 
Chapter, Central Piedmont Community College, the Sierra Club, the City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg 
County.  For 2009, we are excited to announce that "Earth Day Charlotte" will now be part of Charlotte 
Clean and Green. This partnership adds many more activities for the kids on Saturday, making this a 
great event for the whole family.  Join us for fun, education and inspiration on how to play, live and save 
green!!  Click here for Event Website 

Announcements Continued... 

Please visit our website for an event calendar at http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte  

Interested in getting involved and plugged directly into the green 

building movement? 

Join one of our active Committees!!!  All of our Committees and 

Committee Leaders are listed at http://chapters.usgbc.org/

charlotte/committee.html 

http://constructionexpo.com/cities/charlotte.htm
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/events/3-2009/The%20Sacred%20Earth%20Poster.pdf
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/docs/pdf/events/4-2009/Green%20Awards.pdf
http://www.charlottecleanandgreen.com/
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/committee.html
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/committee.html


EGB Competition Really Pays Off 
 

The Emerging Green Builders held its 1st annual Natural Talent Design Competition in September 2008. 

Six teams presented their work at the USGBC Holiday Social and the following teams were awarded prize 

money and much deserved bragging rights: 

 

First Place $750: 

―Sustainable Housing‖ - Jason Kincaid and Omar Joyner  

 

Second Place $500: 

―Greenovation‖ - Aleksandra Borisenko, Zeb Smith, Brad Calvert, Diana Halski, and Matt Brown 

 

Third Place $500: There was a tie! 

―reTHINKing the Nest‖ - Chris Roberts, Megan Charters, Heather Myers, Laura Brokaw, and Kelly 

Schlenker 

―Thinking Inside the Box‖ - Rich Deming, Leslie Schlesinger, Justin Ruckman, Andy Gullone, and Ste-

ven Case 

 

People’s Choice $250: 

―reTHINKing the Nest‖  

 

The Competition emphasizes the importance of understanding how sustainable design can empower a com-

munity by addressing the social, environmental, and economic issues that shape our culture. The 2008 teams 

were required to focus on integrated design strategies for a residence while achieving a LEED for Homes cer-

tification of Silver or higher.  The site was the Blackmon Road Community located in York 

County outside the Rock Hill city limits.  It is a community that is still in need of quality affordable 

housing, basic services such as water and sewage.  Teams were asked not only to consider 

their impact on the environment, but also to include recommendations for community programs 

and amenity spaces. It is not just about a sustainable home, but a sustainable community. 

 

Thank you to the rest of the participants: Jay Byrd, Marcus Munse, Mike Hammon, Paul Winter, Bill Ham-

ilton, and Elizabeth Lamy. 

 

Thank you to the judges for your time and support: Sara O’mara, Will Weaver, and Kathy Spence. 

 

And a big thank you to the USGBC Charlotte Region Chapter, we appreciate your support and we definitely 

could not have done this without you! 

 

The 2009 competition was unveiled on February 17, during a design charrette. The EGB also encourages you 

to look out for events happening each month including LEED building tours, continuing education presenta-

tions, and networking events.  

 

Email Chris Johnson, C.Johnson@fwagroup.com, for more information or to get involved with EGB 

Emerging Green Builders 

mailto:C.Johnson@fwagroup.com?subject=USGBC-CRC%20EGB


We are pleased to announce that membership to the Charlotte Region Chapter has exceeded 400 

active members!  Company representation is more diverse than ever with architects, engineers, 

manufacturers, distributors, banks, grocery stores, law firms, contractors, schools, etcé 

 

Charlotte Region Chapter Membership Benefits 

- Free admission to monthly chapter meetings (w\ pre-registration) - 

- Priority registration for our special networking events each year - 

- Advance notice about chapter events & activities - 

- Opportunities to participate on chapter committees - 

- Opportunities to participate in notable leadership roles within the chapter - 

- Opportunities to participate in local\regional legislative outreach efforts - 

- Networking w\ hundreds of business professionals in the Charlotte region - 

- Recognition as a supporter of a better built environment - 

 

Chapter Membership Categories 

Chapter Member — $50 \ year 

(For individuals with USGBC national member companies) 

 

Chapter Associate Member — $65 \ year 

(For individuals not associated with USGBC national member companies) 

 

Emerging Green Builder Member — $25 \ year 

(For students and young professionals; must be enrolled in accredited degree program or within 

five years following graduation) 

 

To Join the Charlotte Region USGBC Chapter 

Click Here, Register\Log-In, and Follow the On-Screen Instructions... 
 

For assistance, please email charlotte@chapters.usgbc.org 

Membership 

The Charlotte Region Chapter of the USGBC will have a booth at a couple of upcoming trade shows in 

Charlotte. Please stop by our booth and support your local chapter at the following trade shows: 

 

Charlotte Build Remodel & Landscape Expo, Charlotte Convention Center, Feb 20-22, 2009 

http://www.homeshowcenter.com/show.php?show=charlotte 

 

Construction Expo, Charlotte Convention Center, March 4-5, 2009 

http://constructionexpo.com/cities/charlotte.htm 

https://www.usgbc.org/store/chapterregistration.aspx?CMSPageID=1525
mailto:charlotte@chapters.usgbc.org?subject=Membership%20Inquiry
http://www.homeshowcenter.com/show.php?show=charlotte


Changed your email address recently?  Know someone who needs to get plugged in? 

To sign up for USGBC-CRC communications, use your email application to compose an email: 

Send to: Listserv@usgbc.org (no subject needed) 

Body: subscribe chapters-charlotte-public your_email@your_address.com  

(make sure there is one space in between subscribe, listserv name and email) 

USGBC CHARLOTTE REGION 
CHAPTER 
P.O. BOX 31384 
CHARLOTTE, NC 28231-1384 
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte 
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2009 LEED Workshop Schedule 
 

February 25, 2009 

LEED IMPLEMENTATION FOR BUILDING OPERATIONS AND 

MAINTENANCE 

 

March 25, 2009 

LEED FOR HOMES PROGRAM REVIEW 

 

April 17, 2009 

GREEN ADVANTAGE –RESIDENTIAL OR LEED COST AND RE-

TURNS (decision by 2/15) 

 

May 27, 2009 

LEED 2009: CREDIT CATEGORIES AND INTENTS 

 

June 24, 2009 

LEED 2009: SCHOOLS TECHNICAL REVIEW 

 

July 22, 2009 

LEED 2009: IMPLEMENTATION FOR BUILDING DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION 

 

August 26, 2009 

LEED IMPLEMENTATION FOR BUILDING OPERATIONS AND 

MAINTENANCE 

 

September 23, 2009 

LEED 2009: CREDIT CATEGORIES AND INTENTS 

 

October 28, 2009 

LEED 2009: IMPLEMENTATION FOR BUILDING DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION 


