
In a tough economic climate, we continue to see the Chapter membership grow. This is a 

testament to the value our members receive for just a small annual investment.   

 

For a maximum individual membership fee of $65 per year, our Chapter members receive: 

¶ Access to monthly educational programs with CEU credit (and including lunch) at no 

cost. 

¶ First access to local workshops and study sessions. 

¶ Priority access to chapter networking functions, including our New Member Social, 

Annual Signature Event, and the Holiday Social.  

 

And your opportunities will increase with active participation.  As a member, consider 

becoming involved with a committee and possibly pursuing a board position. There is no 

better way to be instrumental in facilitating change and shaping the future of Green Build-

ing in our region.   

 

Our current membership has now reached 500 individuals, and continues to climb.   Seg-

ments of the marketplace represented include design and 

construction, corporate end users, real estate profession-

als, law, city and county staff, and sustainable product rep-

resentatives, just to highlight a few.  The diversity of mem-

bership affords varying viewpoints and a network of profes-

sionals to help you grow your experience with sustainable 

practices. 

 

Whether you are an existing member, or considering joining the chapter, donõt stop with 

òjust being a memberó.  Get involved and get the most out of your investment.  Itõs a small 

fee with a large return on value! 
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In Challenging Times, Your Chapter Membership Offers 

True Value. Take Advantage of Your Investment!  
by Barbara Briccotto, IIDA, LEED AP  
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Committee.  She is with the 

firm Gresham, Smith and Part-

ners. 

Charlotte will be the first city in the U.S. to offer two new professional programs.  The 

Green Associate program is designed for owners,/developers/CEOs, facility managers, 

realtors, general contractors, tradesman, or anyone within the commercial or residential 

industry that needs an understanding of the LEED rating system, LEED certification proc-

ess, and an overall ability to demonstrate knowledge in green design, construction, and 

operations.  The first class, Basics of Building Science, will begin September 28th. 

 

Advanced Sustainable Building Concepts (Residential) program will provide students 

with an opportunity to become proficient in advanced green building principles and strate-

gies.  This program covers a multitude of topics including how homes and buildings work 

as a system, physics of green building, Energy Star for homes, LEED for Homes Rating 

system credits and implementation, effectively communicate the unique aspects of LEED 

for homes, and much more. 

 

Classes are offered through CPCC.  Additional details on the programs, classes, and fund-

ing options (through WIA) will be coming next week in a separate email announcement.   

Tidbits  

Mecklenburg County rebates 

up to $100,000 for Com-

mercial and Residential 

Green Builders.  Learn more 

Green Certification and 

HERS index now on MLS 

listings.  More to come in 

next monthõs newsletter. 

Circle at Concord Mills  

becomes first multifamily 

community in the country to 

receive Audubon Interna-

tional designation 

CRC is accepting newsletter 

article submissions from its 

members and sponsors.  If 

you have an article that is 

educational and informative, 

please send it to Gina at 

gelliott@smart-

buildings.com 

Charlotte First to Offer New Sustainability Program  

http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/
http://www.lindaconstruction.com/
http://www.rtdooley.com/
http://www.choateco.com/
http://www.protecfinishes.com/
http://www.myairtight.com/
http://www.charmeck.org/Departments/LUESA/GreenPermitRebate/Home.htm


The U.S. Green Building Council's 

new headquarters in Washington, 

D.C., Citi's new data center in 

Frankfurt, Germany, and now the 

new data center for the education 

services company ACT offer striking 

images of what it takes to achieve 

the highest LEED rating for a green 

building.  

 

Having outgrown its old digs, the 

USGBC took the opportunity to 

craft its new headquarters to meet 

the design standards of LEED 2009 

and was the first project to be certi-

fied under the updated USGBC 

rating system.  

 

The 75,000-square-foot office that 

occupies two stories of 2101 L. St., 

NW, in Washington, D.C., attained 

94 points of the 110 points possible 

in the Leadership for Energy and 

Environmental Design rating system. 

The threshold for Platinum certifica-

tion is 80 points.  

 

That level of certification calls for 

sharp reductions in energy and wa-

ter use when compared to tradi-

tional structures of similar size, 

aggressive resource and waste man-

agement and a strong educational 

component for building occupants 

and visitors. 

 

The new USGBC headquarters has 

goals of cutting water use by 40 

percent and energy use by more 

than 50 percent.  

 

Click here to continue reading 

The Look of LEED -Platinum     by Leslie Guevarra  
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Though developed in United States, 

LEED standards are being adopted 

at a rapid rate outside of America's 

borders.  

  

The U.S. Green Building Council 

announced on Tuesday (Aug. 11) 

that international projects now 

comprise 27 percent of all square 

footage registered for LEED qualifi-

cation. The number of registered 

projects outside the United States 

went from only eight in 2004 

(compared to 380 within the United 

States the same year) to 1,120 in 

2008. As of July 5 of this year, there 

were already an additional 835 pro-

jects registered for LEED certifica-

tion. 

 

This growth can partly be credited 

to multinational corporations that 

have gained an interest in LEED 

through domestic projects, which 

they then decided to extend outside 

the United States.  

 

There are currently LEED projects 

in 114 of the world's 195 nations. 

Forty-three LEED projects are cur-

rently underway in the countries of 

Sweden, Denmark, Norway and 

Finland. 

 

First developed in 2000 with only 

the American market in mind, this 

global expansion of the LEED brand 

has occurred with little formal mar-

keting from the U.S. Green Building 

Council. 

 

Click here to continue reading 

LEED Projects Grow Rapidly Outside the U.S.    by Alex Palmer  

Salisbury supermarket chain Food 

Lion has broken ground for the 

companyõs first ògreenó grocery 

store.  

The store, to be built in northeast 

Columbia, S.C., will be certified 

through the U.S. Green Building 

Councilõs Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design program.  

The supermarket will feature envi-

ronmentally friendly construction 

and energy-efficient services, includ-

ing an on-site recycling center, sky-

lights for natural lighting, educational 

kiosks and preferred parking for low

-emitting vehicles. 

òBy building the first LEED grocery 

store in our companyõs history and 

in South Carolina, we will reduce 

energy costs by more than 20 per-

cent compared to a typical super-

market as well as conserve 44 per-

cent more water than other Food 

Lion stores,ó says Kyle Mitchell, vice 

president of store development. 

The store is slated to open in the 

fourth quarter. It will have 50 em-

ployees. Food Lion is a division of 

Delhaize America Inc. of Salisbury. 

Food Lion operates more than 

1,300 supermarkets, either directly 

or through affiliated entities, under 

the names of Food Lion, Bloom, 

Bottom Dollar Food, Harveys and 

Reidõs. 

Food Lion Building First LEED Store                       Charlotte Business Journal  

In the News  

http://www.usgbc.org/News/USGBCInTheNewsDetails.aspx?ID=4172
http://www.usgbc.org/News/USGBCInTheNewsDetails.aspx?ID=4169
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September 9 - Green NC Trade Show:  This is the 5th annual trade show highlighting sustainable products and services in North Carolina.  

This one day event features LEED workshops and over 100 exhibitors. 

 

September 10 - Green Drinks:  Hangout with like-minded sustainably conscious friends.  Green Drinks, the socially aware networking event, is 

held at Cosmos downtown every 2nd Thursday at 5:30PM until 8:00PM.   

 

September 16 Monthly Program - Valuing Green Properties:  A short introduction to the process of building appraisal and key points on 

the appraisal value of sustainable features.     

 

September 23 (Early Registration ends September 15!) and November 18 - Green Building Design and Construction: The LEED Im-

plementation Process.  This workshop is intended for professionals who are familiar with the LEED for New Construction or LEED for Core & 

Shell Rating System, but new to implementing it on projects or looking to brush up on implementation best practices. It is also appropriate for 

those pursuing GBCIõs LEED AP Building  Design + Construction credential ð and complimentary, discounted exam preparation and practice test 

resources will be available for workshop participants pursuing the LEED credential. 

 

September 24  - What is LEED? Introduction to LEED Certification:  Sponsored by City of Charlotte Small Business Opportunity Program, 

learn how obtaining Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification will help your small business tap into the new and 

emerging ògreenó market.   Free workshop on the following topics: LEED certification process, U. S. Green Building Council (UGBC) overview, 

CPCC Sustainability Professionals Training Program (and funding availability), Energy savings, incentives, and tax credits for small businesses.  

 

October 14th  - LEED Cost and Return - Lunch Program and Half-Day Workshop: The focus throughout the business world has turned to 

a longer-term view of decision-making. Sustainability has its foundation built upon the triple bottom line. This training will provide a full under-

standing of High Performance Green Building Cost Benefit Analysis with a focus on the LEED Rating System.   

 

October 28  - Green Advantage Commercial:  The Green Advantage Training Program offers real world, practical information with broader, 

big picture concepts to prepare students to understand and enforce the core concepts and construction principles behind sustainable buildings, 

integrate green practices and strategies into construction processes, and become knowledgeable about the LEED rating system.  

 

October 28 - Green Interior Design and Construction:  The LEED Implementation Process:  Check the website for more details. 

 

Waste Recycling Webinars - RBAC is developing a series of construction and demolition waste recycling webinars to begin in September 

2009. The FREE webinars are designed to be an easy way to get information and resources about C&D recycling to a wide audience ð local gov-

ernments, haulers, recyclers, contractors, builders, designers/architects, manufacturers, college/university staff and others.  Click here for details. 

 

For more information on events, click here  to go to the CRC calendar.  

Upcoming Workshops, Seminars, & Education Series  

Chapter News  

2010 Charlotte Region Chapter Elections  

The USGBC Charlotte Region Chapter nominations for the 2010-2012 Chapter Board of Directors closed on August 28, 2009.  Nominations 

were accepted for 6 Board seats.  Members will have an opportunity to review biographies and meet the candidates, prior to voting.  Voting will 

be limited to the registered Chapter membership.  Ballots will be sent only to Chapter members in good standing the day voting begins, Wednes-

day September 16, 2009.  A nominee meet and greet will take place in conjunction with Sept. 16 th  monthly program . 

 

Each year, we look for better ways to serve our members.  Please take a moment and take the Annual Membership Survey.   

Click Here to Take the Annual Membership Survey >>   

Annual Membership Survey  

http://www.p2pays.org/rbac/CDwebinars.html
http://chapters.usgbc.org/charlotte/events.html
http://lists.usgbc.org/subscribe/survey?f=60







