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ISSUE DATE:

October 28, 2004

MEETING DATE:
October 19, 2004

TO:
Executive Committee, St. Louis Regional Chapter of the USGBC

FROM:

Merrilee Hertlein, Secretary

SUBJECT:

Executive Committee monthly meeting - October

PRESENT:
Deborah Chollet, JoAnn Brooks, Rich Janis, Merrilee Hertlein, Debby Rathert, Ralph Bicknese, Dan Helmuth

PLACE:

Earthways House

CC:
All Present, Mary Ann Lazarus, Punit Jain, Tom Taylor, Kevin Dickens, Dan Jay, Jordan Heiman

October meeting minutes

Communications

· Membership guidelines are changing.  The issue is that should we allow membership without a national affiliation at a higher membership dues (Associate membership) without voting privileges. National will make a decision in November on what they will require or allow from chapters.  If what we decide is in-line with National then we can work with them on elections and renewals which would save staff time.  The membership issue effects the chapter brochure and until it is ironed out we can’t release the brochure

· Media training  USGBC messaging document which gives key talking points for anyone dealing with the media.  A lunch and learn might be beneficial to spread some of the knowledge gained at the media training.

· Advocacy Committee solicited Communications committee to create leave behinds that will enforce the message they are bringing to their target audience.

Membership report

· Election guidelines.  Issues still outstanding are:

Members at large.  Executive committee must be an odd number and members at   large were a way to accomplish this.  They would also be available to accomplish tasks that would come up within the executive committee.  But we also discussed making committee chairs non-voting members.  Committee chairs are now voting members and members at large are not needed.  Extra tasks can be accomplished in the committees so there is no need for members at large.

· Executive committee is 5 officers and, 5 committee chairs, and a chapter coordinator.  Officers and committee chairs will be elected by the chapter membership.  Chapter coordinator will be appointed by the executive committee.  Executive committee member must be a member in good standing with the USGBC – STL and an employee of a National Firm.  Two years is the maximum in any position.  A nominating committee will provide for the diversity within the executive committee.

· An E-mail will be circulated to the general membership requesting volunteers to be considered for nominations.  Executive committee will review the list and provide nominations mid-November to be voted on at the December 1st social. Ralph Bicknese offered to step down as Chair if there was any other Executive Committee member interested in serving such as Mary Ann who has been the Vice Chair for two years.  Ralph will contact her.

Finance

· Balance sheet for October shows total assets at $12,700.00.

A committee met to discuss finances and business plan.  Moderate growth was decided upon and the discussion led to administrative growth and paid staff.  Deb will come up with options that are practical and how Deb and Kristin could or would contribute within the Moderate growth model.

· Voting member are $50 with national membership.  Associate non-voting members are $65 without national membership.  Student rate is $25.

Programs

· November  16th program at HOK “Greening the Office” deals with bringing sustainability into the office environment as well as into the practice.

· December program is the elections at Tarltons office.   

Outreach

· MSD Rate commission: Do we want to be involved with the botanical garden to become actively involved with MSD rate commission?  We will not pursue this at this time.

National

· Greenbuild 2007 – Our chapter is actively involved to encourage greenbuild here in 2007.

Next meeting is November 18 at Earthways home 7:30 am
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